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FOOTBALL NEWS  

The new Hyundai A-league season starts this weekend, with our very own Welling-

ton Phoenix taking on the Newcastle Jets over the ditch on Sunday afternoon. The 

Nix have been installed as the wooden spoon favourites by the ill-informed betting 

agencies across the Tasman, but the clubôs recruitment in the off-season gives 

cause to the belief that this may be the most successful Nix season to date. The 

striking department has been strengthened with the addition of Chris Greenacre 

from Tranmere, Barbados international Paul Ifill from Crystal Palace and under-23 

Chinese international Jiang Chen on a season-long loan deal from Tianjin Teda, 

who should combine well to nullify the gap left by the Shane óJudasô Smeltzôs de-

parture to the Bling United on Gold Coast. The game kicks off at 5pm, and our 

friends at Yellow Fever will be having the season launch at the Four Kings from 

3pm. Check out the ad later in the programme for full details. 

 

In other news, All White forward Kris Bright has  joined League 2 club Shrews-

bury Town on a 2-year deal. Kris will be looking to cement his position in the start-

ing line-up, and keep himself in the frame for selection for the crucial All White 

World Cup qualifiers against either Saudi Arabia or Bahrain coming up in October 

and November. Speaking of All White forwards, Chris Killenôs Celtic has defeated 

Dynamo Moscow in Champions League qualifying round 2-1 on aggregate to give 

themselves a chance of getting into the lucrative group stages. Celtic lost the open-

ing game 1-0 in Glasgow, with Killen coming on in the last half hour, but unable to 

get on the scoresheet. Killen remained on the bench for the return leg in Moscow, 

where goals from McDonald and Samaras helped Celtic to a 2-0 win and progress 

to the last qualifying round. The Bhoysô potential opponents in that round could be 

Arsenal, Lyon, Sporting Lisbon, Panathinaikos or Stuttgart, so further progress will 

be no easy task. 

 

Finally, the All Whites friendly game against Iraq originally scheduled for 5 Sep-

tember will not go ahead.  The Iraqi authorities apparently insisted on the game be-

ing played in Iraq, which was unacceptable for NZF. The decision may prove a 

blessing in disguise for the Phoenix, who would have struggled to field a full team 

for the A-league game against Adelaide on 4 September if the Iraq friendly had 

gone ahead. The All Whites also continue to pique the interest of the Argentinian  

national team, who are allegedly still hoping to arrange a friendly with the All 

Whites in late September. NZF had previously declined the invitation to play Ar-

gentina in July this year, so a similar course of action may again follow. Stay 

tuned. 
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